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Guiding Principles

Alleys are a key resource in Seattle.  Traditionally restricted to service 
uses, the Clear Alleys Program has opened up opportunities to use 
alleys in different ways.   This design competition is focused on 
potential new uses that in combination could add functionality to our 
transportation and ecological systems as well as improving the aesthetic 
and community-building elements of our City.  Below are some guiding 
principles to help you in your design of Seattle’s best Green Alley:

Green alleys should:

•	 Welcome pedestrians, both as walkways and places to visit

•	 Incorporate green stormwater infrastructure in both functional 
and aesthetic aspects

•	 Encourage building design to provide doors, windows, and other 
elements that  support  non-service uses

•	 Continue to provide access for service vehicles

Judging Criteria

1.	 Design innovation and quality: 40%

2.	 Thoughtful integration of green stormwater infrastructure: 20%

3.	 Response to culture, community, and context: 20%

4.	 Transferability of ideas  and approach to other alleys: 20%

Submittal Requirements

Registration fee $10, payable at the time of submission to International 
Sustainability Institute, (ISI) (cash or check only)

Up to two (2) 30”x40” presentation boards (orientation may be 
landscape or portrait), include a CD with electronic versions of all 
boards in PDF or JPG format

Address specifically the Nord alley within the project area (see project 
area information packet) 

Design on one side only of presentation boards, backsides should list 
submitters’ name(s), contact information and submission category

Graphics may be any combination of sections, plans, and sketches that 
helps to convey your design

Limit one submission per individual or team
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Submission Categories

Submit under one category only:

Student or New Professional: include current quarter enrollment 
information or proof of graduation from a degree or certificate program 
within the last three years.

Non-affiliated designer: include a personal statement that you are not 
currently employed with a firm or agency where your primary role is 
design work.

General:  includes individuals, firms, or groups that are currently 
employed in a design field.

Assumptions and notes:

For this exercise assume that soils beneath the alley right-of-way are 
sufficient for stormwater infiltration (1”/hour permeability)

The use of the Nord Alley does not preclude designs that may not 
comport with the Pioneer Square historic guidelines, the judging criteria 
includes the ability of a design to be transferable to other alleys within 
the City

Designs may be proposed for within the right of way of the alley as 
well as retrofitting the existing buildings as those designs support the 
Guiding Principles for creating a Green Alley

All electronic submissions become the property of the City of Seattle

All submission materials will be available for pick up at ISI offices on 
March 5 during regular business hours

Prizes:

Grand Prize: Open to general submissions

Best Student/New Professional: 

Best non-affiliated designer: 

People’s Choice: Winner selected at the alley party - see schedule

We are awaiting confirmation of a cash award for each prize along with 
a super-cool trophy!

All submissions will be published on the SDOT blog.
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Schedule

Week of January 11:	 Release schedule, regulations, and base 
information on Yahoo Groups

February 22:	 Entries due to ISI offices by 5 pm PST 
	 (314 1st Avenue South, 206-381-1630)

February 24:	 Judging panel reviews and selects winners

March 4:	 First Thursday Alley party, all entries displayed 
and winners announced in the Nord Alley
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